Citizen Corps Meeting Minutes

February 12, 2008 at 0900

Room 221 Alamosa County Administration Building
Attendance taken:  Jon Montano, Jeff Babcock, Sue Davis, Norm Crawford, Beth Quinlan, Julie Geiser, Linda Brown-Stowe, Betty Jo Bell, David Osborn, John White (forest service), Mary Jane Tarver, Mark Braly, Sue Vaughn and Suzanne Benton

Meeting commenced at 09:10 AM hours

Introductions made by all in attendance

Changes/corrections and/or additions to minutes: minutes reviewed and approved

Changes/corrections and/or additions to agenda: agenda reviewed and no changes suggested

Trainings and meetings:

Sue Vaughn advised of a meeting they have scheduled for their new CERT Team.                                         

ICS 300 and 400 classes will be held in Creede from Feb. 25 thru the 28th, 2008

There was concern rose that the noted trainings are taking place at the same time as the     Governors Conference in Denver.  Beth has been working on this for quite some time and is continuing to look at this issue and the possibility of making some changes. 

Medical Surge Training Seminar will be held May 29th from 8:00 to 5:00 P in Pueblo.  If we could go as a region, that would be in the best interest of the Valley.  Clinics, hospitals, public health and others are invited to attend.  There is no charge for this training

San Luis Valley County Commissioners Association meeting is on the 25 of February in Alamosa.  Citizen Corps is on the agenda.

San Luis Valley Citizen Corps Coordinator Report:  by Sue Davis

Quarterly reports submitted for the two Citizen Corps grants.
Submitted after action report from the November 2007 exercise to State MRC office
MRC is Medical Reserve Corps: Sue gave a presentation to the RETAC council on MRC (power point presentation)

She has also ordered more information/packets/brochures surrounding our SLV Citizen Corps to be used for the Health Fairs and other community educational opportunities.   Sue asked everyone to review the CERT application and the Community Survey forms and advise her of any changes needed.  She would really like and appreciate some feedback on the aforementioned.  

Walmart Emergency Preparedness Campaign:

This event is taking place March 1st through the 9th, 2008 at the Walmart located in Alamosa.  Volunteers are requested from 10:00 A till 7:00 P

            -This event surrounds emergency preparedness and is sponsored or initiated by             the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment partnering with 


Walmart and Sam’s Clubs in Colorado.  
            -Handouts will be available including checklists

            -Still need some help at the booth on both Saturdays and Sundays.  Monday thru 


Friday during the day are covered for the most part. 

            -This event is apparently being watched by federal agencies to see how well the             
State of Colorado does with this Walmart partnership on educating the 


community on emergency preparedness.  If successful, a similar event or 


concept will be used across the nation. 

Health Fairs
Sue will be out of town attending the National MRC Conference the week of April 7th.  During this time there are three 9 Health Fairs (Alamosa, Saguache, Conejos), we will need volunteers to cover these Fairs as well as volunteers to assist at the other health fairs in the Valley in April.
            -Alamosa County’s Health Fair is on the 11th of April.

- We will be handing out small first aid kits at the health fairs as long as the 


supply lasts.

            -We will also have brochures/flyers on all the Citizen Corps programs and the 



Community Survey at the 9 Health Fairs

Funding:

            -Additional 2005 Homeland Security dollars have become available for CERT 


kits.
            -We have requested funds to purchase 50 full CERT kits.  This will provide kits 


for the Saguache County CERT Team and the spring 2008 CERT class.
    
       

Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC)

David and Sue explained their interest in becoming an LEPC in an effort to provide liability coverage for volunteers covered during training and exercises.  By becoming an LEPC, we would be merging Citizen Corps and the MRC into the LEPC.

            -Julie expressed concern that becoming an LEPC may be adding more things to             an already busy Citizen Corps.  

            -Jeff explained some of the congressional inquiries/laws that back an LEPC for 


identifying hazards and other emergencies within their communities.  

            -Suzanne Benton explained that many of the private company’s within Rio 


Grande have been reporting hazardous chemicals for years and she 


forwards this information to the Sheriff’s Office.

            -We would like to have more information before a decision is made regarding the          

LEPC.  Sue suggested she invite Mr. Gablehouse to our next Citizen 


Corps meeting in March. 

            -Sue will get more information on the LEPC for our next meeting 

Flooding in the San Luis Valley:

Pete Magee is working on the issue of flooding in the San Luis Valley            

            -Alamosa County allegedly has 10,000 empty sandbags somewhere

            -Rio Grande County is looking at sending letters to those in the flood plain 


advising them of their responsibilities.  Rio Grande County may be able to 

provide the sand for their residents

            -NRCS provided Rio Grande County with sand bags after the fires in their 



county.  

Search and Rescue:

Question rose about the responsibility of SAR.  SAR is not under any umbrella with Citizen Corps.  SAR is the responsibility of the local Sheriff

Red Cross:

Norm Crawford handed out some information about the Red Cross

            -Norm informed the council of the Red Cross shelters set up last week in the San         

 Luis Valley -- one in Antonito and one in Del Norte

            -12 folks/travelers took advantage of the shelter in Antonito

            -Norm advised that whenever a shelter is open you are required to have an RN on 


duty. Warming shelters do not require a RN.

            -Norm advised that they can do PSA’s to advise the public if a shelter is open.              -Norm may use the variable message signs in the future

Medical Corps Advisory Board will have their first meeting today after Citizen Corps.  The next MRC meeting will be on March 11, 2008 after the regularly scheduled Citizen Corps meeting.  

Next Citizen Corps meeting on March 11, 2008 at 09:00am room 221 in the Alamosa County Administration building.

Meeting concluded at 10:30 A

